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number of the dissenters, and in 1863 the Ministry of the Interior
accepted the total of 8,220,000, which figure it distributed among
the different sects as follows:
Priestists........................ 5,000,000
Shore-Dwdlers   .................. 2,000,000
Theodosians   ....................  1,000,000
Molokans and Dukhobors.........     110,000
Khlysty and Skoptsy .............     110,000
Students of the Schism had no difficulty in proving that these
figures too were incomplete, especially the last ones. The Ministry
of the Interior itself estimated that there were in the single province
of Tambov 200,000 Molokans alone, and Melnikov asserted that
the sect of the Saviour's Union, with a creed something between
the Priestless and the Priestists, supplied an additional 700,000. The
Khlysty and Skoptsy had special reasons for seeking refuge with
the Orthodox, since their sects were considered "particularly per-
nicious." To sum up, the total number of Schismatics and Sec-
tarians towards the beginning of the eighties amounted to no less
than ten million, while during the eighties there was an exceptional
increase in the adherents to both old and new sects. Therefore, in
1880, luzov raised the figures to between thirteen and fourteen
million, which he distributed among various groups as follows:
Priestists   ........................ 3,640,000
Priestless........................ 7,150,000
Khlysty  .........................       65,000
Spiritual Christians...............  1,000,000
Unassigncd......................  1,145,000
Total          13,000,000
While these figures are not exact, one can detect in the period be-
tween 1860 and 1880 a mass transition towards the more radical
trends of Sectarianism, from the Priestists to the Priestless, as well
as a progress of the Spiritual Christians. After this the statistics
again become more complicated, because of the hostile attitude
towards the dissenters during the twenty years of K. P, Pobedonost-
sev's control of the Synod. On May 3,1883, Alexander III issued a
decree in which civil rights and freedom of divine service were
granted the Schismatics so long as there were no outward mani-